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SHOCK WAVES FROM VIRUS 
UPENDING EVERYDAY LIFE 


E Dow drops 10%, market's worst day since Black Monday in’87 


E Sports, arts events canceled; many schools, colleges shuttered 


E Leaders near deal on relief package, scramble to boost testing 


JOHN GIBBINS U-T 


Dr. Nick Yphantides, San Diego County’s chief medical officer, discusses the region’s increase in coronavirus cases during a news 
conference Thursday with other local leaders. One of the cases appears to be an instance of community transmission. 


E County reports 6 new cases, bans all gatherings of 250 or more 


BY DEBORAH SULLIVAN 
BRENNAN, PAUL SISSON 
& ANDREW DYER 


The number of people in San 
Diego County with probable 
COVID-19 cases grew from one to 
seven Thursday, as county officials 
announced they will follow the 
state’s lead and ban all gatherings 
of 250 or more people. 

Most of the new cases an- 
nounced at a news conference had 
recently traveled to one location or 
another, but Dr. Wilma Wooten, 
the county’s public health officer, 
said that one, aman in his 50s, thus 
far has shared no recent history of 
movement outside the region. 

Though the investigation is still 
ongoing, Wooten said she and her 
fellow public health leaders are 
acting under the assumption that 
the novel coronavirus situation 
has fundamentally changed in San 
Diego: This is no longer a travel-re- 
lated risk to the community. 

Local transmission is here. 

Though seven cases is not a lot 
compared to many places — King 
County in Washington State leads 
the nation with 270 confirmed in- 
fections and 27 deaths — the ad- 
vent of local transmission is a sig- 
nificant turning point. It means 
that the days of trying to contain 
the risk to the community within 
the population that has recently 
traveled are likely over. 

The goal now, Officials said, is to 
keep the number of new infections 
from occurring so quickly that they 
overwhelm local medical resources, 
especially the combined hospital 
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PANDEMIC 
STRETCHES 
FROM WORLD 
LEADERS 

TO SCHOOLS 


Crisis wreaks havoc 

on businesses and 
financial markets 

BY STAN CHOE & LORI HINNANT 


NEW YORK 

Schools shut down across much 
of Europe. Gatherings were can- 
celed or banned from California to 
Germany. And the coronavirus 
reached directly into the world’s 
centers of power Thursday, with 
politicians in Canada, Brazil, 
Spain and elsewhere either testing 
positive for the new virus or 
putting themselves in quarantine 
as fallout from the pandemic fur- 
ther upended daily life. 

The crisis has wreaked havoc on 
businesses and financial markets, 
sending U.S. stocks to their worst 
losses since the Black Monday 
crash of 1987. European markets 
closed with one of the worst days in 
history. 

“We are in a global panic,” said 
Estelle Brack, an economist in Par- 
is. “We are in the deep unknown.” 

The European Union pushed 
back against President Donald 
Trump’s sharp restrictions on 
travel from Europe to the United 
States, slamming Trump’s “uni- 
lateral” decision and declaring the 
virus a “global crisis, not limited to 
any continent, and it requires co- 
operation.” 

Trump defended his decision to 
not notify all EU leaders ahead of 
the announcement. “When they 
raise taxes on us, they don’t con- 
sult us,” Trump said. “I think that’s 
probably one in the same.” 

The vast majority of new cases 
of the COVID-19 illness are now 
linked to Europe. Deaths in Italy 
topped 1,000, with more than 15,000 
testing positive. 

The virus, first detected in De- 
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PROBLEMS WITH TESTING FOR VIRUS MOUNT 


Scant supply of key components limits access, sows confusion as state tries to identify infected patients 


BY SOUMYA KARLAMANGLA 
& EMILY BAUMGAERTNER 


Testing for the novel co- 
ronavirus continues to face severe 
limitations, as California health of- 
ficials lack key components to con- 
duct laboratory analysis, marking 
another barrier in the state’s ef- 
forts to identify infectious pa- 
tients. 

The shortfall compounds a 
month of sluggish progress in de- 
ploying diagnostic tests developed 
by the federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and, if not 
quickly remedied, will continue to 
substantially undercount infected 
patients and could hinder efforts 
to contain the outbreak. 

“This is imperative that the fed- 
eral government and labs across 
the United States, not the state of 
California, get the benefit of all the 
ingredients that are components 
of the test,” Gov. Gavin Newsom 
said Thursday. “I am surprised 


JOSH EDELSON AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES 


Medical workers at Kaiser Permanente French Campus test a 
patient for the novel coronavirus at a drive-thru testing facility 


in San Francisco on Thursday. 


this is not more ofthe national con- 
versation. We need to focus in on 
these tests.” 

The chemicals needed, known 
as reagents, are used to extract ge- 
netic material from a nasal swab 
sample, among the first steps in 
the testing process. Demand for 
reagents has left a key supplier 
struggling to keep pace with or- 
ders from countries around the 
world. 

The new information provides 
a clearer picture of why testing 
shortages continue, even as state 
and federal officials last week in- 
sisted there were sufficient kits. 
Newsom said that without the 
needed supplies, the “test kits are 
like printers, but without ink.” 

In California, only 1,138 people 
had been tested for the virus in 
public health labs as of Wednes- 
day, despite several thousand who 
have likely been exposed to in- 
fected patients. Newsom said the 
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BD D1 - Padres, rest of 
MLB cancel spring training, 
delay start of season. 

Ø c1- San Diego's 
airport practically empty 
after travel ban, virus fears. 
BD 81 - Coronavirus 
concerns end students’ 
Semester at Sea. 

BD A4- White House, 
congressional Democrats 
near agreement on 
stimulus package. 
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WEEKEND 


FOREVER YOUNG 


“Wendy” is a sincere and enchanting take on 
the Peter Pan story, even if it is a bit tedious. E1 


SPORTS, SCHOOLS, EVENTS SHUT DOWN 
AS COUNTY BEEFS UP VIRUS RESPONSE 


Aztecs’ March Madness 
dreams come to an end 
when tourney canceled 


BY LYNDSAY WINKLEY, LORI 
WEISBERG & GARY ROBBINS 


Disneyland prepared to close 
its doors. The lights went dark at 
the La Jolla Playhouse. The 
SDSU Aztecs magical season 
ended without a chance for the 
team to win the national champi- 
onship. 

All of this and more could be 
blamed on the coronavirus, which 
continued to spread worldwide 
Thursday, including in San Diego 
County, where several new cases 
ratcheted up concern over a dis- 
ease that has killed nearly 5,000 
worldwide. 


Cancellations and postpone- 
ments were announced in a dizzy- 
ing flurry as performance venues, 
schools and sports teams scram- 
bled to respond to new state and 
county regulations banning large 
gatherings through the end of 
March — measures intended to 
help control the worsening pan- 
demic. 

The situation began to snow- 
ball Wednesday evening, after 
California Gov. Gavin Newsom 
called for the cancellation or post- 
ponement of gatherings of 250 or 
more people “until at least 
through (the end of) March.” This 
followed the California Depart- 
ment of Public Health having is- 
sued a series of recommended 
policies Wednesday to stop the 
spread of COVID-19. 

One of those recommenda- 
tions, in particular, had an enor- 


mous impact on a whole host of 
organizations. It called for lim- 
iting non-essential gatherings to 
no more than 250 people, with 
smaller events only proceeding if 
organizers can implement “social 
distancing” of six feet per person. 

When will relief come? 

Not by the regular opening of 
the baseball season, which has 
also been postponed, or perhaps 
even by mid-spring. For the mo- 
ment, at least, a virus that no one 
had heard about until shortly be- 
fore Christmas is changing life in 
San Diego County. 


Sports 

Growing concern over the 
spread of the virus brought the 
sports world to a disappointing 
halt, crushing the dreams of some 
college athletes and leaving fans 
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